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‘�With�DesignLab�Nation�the�V&A�is�redoubling�efforts�
for�the�next�generation,�building�creative�confidence�
and cultural capital in tomorrow’s changemakers, 
while celebrating and supporting design-technology 
teaching in schools.’
 Tristram Hunt, Director of the V&A

Creativity and innovation play an essential role for 
young people today, with the creative industries 
named as a priority sector in the UK Industrial 
strategy1. Creative education has the power to 
positively transform young people’s lives and provide 
them with skills for workplaces of the future. 
Despite this, creative subjects and design education 
across the UK are facing a crisis. In recent years, 
the UK has witnessed a dramatic decline in uptake 
of creative subjects by students at GCSE level, with 
Design & Technology suffering a staggering drop of 
67% since 2010. As creative education deteriorates 
among young people, so too does the provision of 
D&T teacher training, with the number of design-
specialist teachers in the country down 32% since 
2010, and the government meeting less than a 
quarter of its recruitment target for D&T teachers in 
recent years2.  

Combined, the above issues are now heightened by 
the long-term impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Research indicates that, due to school closures 
during the pandemic, many students will have 
missed out on creative education environments 
which encourage creativity, critical thinking and 
build confidence and resilience by allowing students 
space for ‘safe failure’, reflection and iteration3. 
Correspondingly, nationwide reports found 
that teachers felt in the immediate aftermath of 
COVID-19 that creativity was an area of pedagogy 
and practice that was lacking4. As the world’s 
greatest museum of art, design and performance, 
and described by our founding Director, Henry 
Cole, as a ‘schoolroom for everyone’ – the V&A has 
an essential role to play in the nation’s creative 
education.   

Targeting regions of the country where the creative 
industries have historically thrived yet the current 
need to improve D&T provision is particularly acute, 
we work with regional museums to deliver in-depth 
design projects. Inspired by their nearby industries, 
students respond to a Design Challenge over four 
contact days with a local designer, as well as staff 
at partner museums and the V&A. The programme 
specifically targets schools with higher-than-average 
levels of pupil premium figures in order to reach 
those students most in need. The combined Years 
4 and 5 of DesignLab Nation have seen the busiest 
year of the programme to date, with 23 school 
projects taking place from 21 schools; some partner 

museums completing their final projects, while 
others were starting their first. Despite ongoing 
issues around COVID-19, most of these projects 
have taken place in person. 

The V&A’s national secondary schools 
programme, DesignLab Nation, aims to:

 Inspire the next generation of professional  
designers, makers and innovators

 Equip young people with 21st-century skills  
necessary for workplaces of the future

 Develop partnerships with regional museums, 
designers and schools to expand the reach of the  
V&A’s collection and expertise outside of London

Focus on local making, design heritage and  
industry, highlighting both historical and  
contemporary design and its importance to  
regional collections, place-making and learning

Support in-depth student projects through  
the delivery of design challenges that mirror  
the design journey

Support teachers and build regional and national 
design networks

1.   Industrial Strategy: Creative Industries Sector Deal (2022) GOV.UK  
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/695097/creative-industries-sector-deal-print.pdf

2.   Education Policy Institute, ‘A spotlight on Design and Technology study in England’, (23rd March 2022)  
https://epi.org.uk/publications-and-research/a-spotlight-on-design-and-technology-study-in-england/ 

3.  Cramman, H and Moger, P and Menzies, V (2021) ’The impact of COVID-19 on the English education teaching and learning environment and  
how this relates to sustaining and developing creativity, creative thinking and teaching for creativity’ Project Report. Durham University.

4. Ibid

This page:  
DesignLab Nation Year 4/5 regional partnerships 
map April 2021–August 2022

Overview

To date, DesignLab Nation (September 2017 – 
August 2022) has been delivered in eight regions 
across the UK. 

Phase 1 regions included: Blackburn, Coventry, 
Sheffield, Stoke-on-Trent and Sunderland.

In September 2021 we entered in Phase 2 of 
DesignLab Nation and welcomed new partnerships 
in: Blackpool, Ipswich and Plymouth.

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, Year 4 and Year 5 of 
the DesignLab Nation programme merged to allow 
for a flexible framework of delivery across regional 
partnerships. We have now reached the end of 
Year 4/5 of the programme and have produced this 
report to share our achievements and learning to 
date (31.9.2022).
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Deliverables

In each participating region, we partner with a museum 
and a professional designer. Together, we deliver 
in-depth design projects to local secondary school 
groups (aged 11–16, about 25 students in each) and 
continuing professional development (CPD) sessions 
for regional networks of teachers. In selected areas, 
these activities are supported by the loan of inspiring 
and relevant objects from the V&A’s collections for 
public display in the regional museums. All participating 
students will visit both their local museum and 
the V&A during their project, as well as additional 
engagement with other local design industries, colleges 
and universities. 

The programme supports the teaching of the Design 
and Technology (D&T) GCSE, which launched in 
September 2017. In each year of the programme, 
partner museums are asked to recruit three local 
schools that they have not recently engaged with, and 
which are based in areas with above-average levels of 
income deprivation or/and have low levels of cultural 
engagement. This programme is fully funded for all 
schools who take part, including travel to London and 
workshop materials.

In March 2020, the COVID-19 pandemic led to the 
closure of schools and many museums across the 
UK, including the V&A. From March to June 2020, 
the DesignLab Nation programme was halted, with 
work beginning in July 2020 by the V&A team to adapt 
the programme. A flexible framework was created to 
support online, remote and socially distanced delivery 
of sessions as well as shifting the original timetable for 
projects. Year 4 and Year 5 of DesignLab Nation were 
merged into the academic year 2021/22 as part of this 
flexible framework. The first school projects restarted 
with students in May 2021, with the majority of student 
projects taking place in-person from September 2021 
to July 2022. Due to social-distancing measures in 
place, some of the student group sizes were smaller 
than previous pre-pandemic years, which has affected 
slightly our participation targets. Year 4 projects 
were run with established regional partner museums 
(Sheffield, Stoke-on-Trent, and Sunderland), while 
Year 5 projects introduced three new regional partner 
museums to the project (Blackpool, Ipswich and 
Plymouth).

Participation Summary Year 4/5 (April 2021 to August 2022) 

441 Students (Target: 605) 2018 instances of participation (Target: 2420)

87 Teachers (Target: 136) 256 instances of participation (Target: 292)

Participation Summary for whole programme (Sept 2017 to August 2022) 

1141 Students (Target: 1500) 5214 instances of participation (Target: 6020)

282 Teachers (Target: 460) 672 instances of participation (Target: 616)

Right:
Students exploring the V&A galleries,  

DesignLab Nation Plymouth  
© Victoria and Albert Museum, London

Partner Museums

After carrying out in-depth research, we selected regions and our partner museums based on the below:
• High number of students on free school meals
• High number of students eligible for pupil premium
• Rich design heritage 

 
Year 1 

 
Year 2 

 
Year 3 

 
Year 4/5 

Blackburn: Blackburn Museum and Art Gallery 

Coventry: Culture Coventry

Sheffield: Sheffield Museums

Stoke-on-Trent:  Potteries Museum and Art Gallery

Sunderland: National Glass Centre

Ipswich: Ipswich Museum 

Plymouth: The Box

Blackpool: Grundy Art Gallery

‘DesignLab Nation has just been 
the most amazing opportunity. 
Working with local and national 
museums. Working with an 
artist... The whole experience 
has just been invaluable. In my 
twenty years of teaching, it has 
been the best experience I have 
had with my students.’   
Participating teacher, Stoke-on-Trent 



DesignLab Nation

  21st-Century skills  

‘ DesignLab Nation raises 
awareness of art and 
design in the general school 
community. Participants feel 
empowered and see art & 
design as a viable, realistic 
‘career’ path.’

  Participating teacher, Sheffield

‘ The students have expanded 
and developed their 
cultural literacy and 
resilience. They have gained 
so much more confidence 
to work creatively with new 
materials and techniques, work 
collaboratively and discuss their 
work with others.’

   Participating teacher, Sunderland

  Developed culture capital  

  Supported regional museums  
‘ DesignLab Nation was  
an amazing 
experience and it 
helped me build on my 
communication and 
teamwork skills.’

  Participating student, Ipswich

  Inspired students  

 Engaged

 441   students from 21 regional schools -   

2018 instances of student participation.

93.8% of students are  

more confident  
in their art and  
design skills  
after the project.

85.9% of students are  

more interested  
in choosing to  
study a creative  
subject at school or beyond.

76.1% of students are  

more interested  
in pursuing a  
career in art  
or design.

20 V&A objects were lent to partner museums to 

inspire students in DesignLab Nation projects – also seen by 

 322,394 visitors.

42.4% of students visited their  
local museum for the  
first time.

92.6% of students visited the  
V&A for the first time.

46.6% of students were in receipt  
of Pupil Premium funding
(compared to 27.3% of students nationally). 

At the end of the project, 91.5%  

of students felt that they now know 
more about design 
industries in their local area.  

Creative thinking – 95.4% of students agree that DesignLab  

Nation has helped them with coming up with new ideas.

Critical thinking – 85.3% of students agree that  

DesignLab Nation has helped them with solving problems.

Collaboration – 88.8% of students agree that DesignLab Nation  

has helped them with working in a group.

  Empowered and supported teachers  

 Engaged

 87 teachers from across 23 groups –   

256 instances of teacher participation.

 100%   of teachers thought that the project had supported their  

students with the six areas specified: working in 
groups,  solving problems, making  
decisions,  asking questions, generating 
new ideas and feeling connected  
to local design history and industry.

Please see pages 28-39 to find out more about the wider impact of the Year 4/5 programme.

Key highlights of Year 4/5 programme
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‘As�the�life�skills�that�flow�
from creativity�and�design�
are more and more obvious, 
young people�and�their�
creative ambitions have 
never been�more�important.’
Tristram Hunt, Director of the V&A

Evaluation findings show that students have developed key skills for 
the 21st century in the following ways: 

Previous page: 
Students drawing Sheffield’s Women of Steel 
statue DesignLab Nation Sheffield  
© Andy Brown

Left: 
Students taking part in a making challenge in 
the V&A Ceramics galleries, DesignLab Nation 
Sunderland © Victoria and Albert Museum, London

Creative 
Thinking

Fluency and  
originality of ideas

Flexibility –  
comfort with  
ambiguity and  
change

Iterate –  
generate new 

approaches and 
solutions

Divergent and  
convergent thinking

Monitor progress 
towards a solution

Give and receive  
feedback

Manage and  
resolve conflicts

Positive relationships, 
interacting in 

heterogenous groups

Collaboration

Problem-solving –  
overcome obstacles  
and seek alternative  

approaches

Make judgements  
and decisions, based  
on analysis of data

Critical 
thinking

Scepticism –  
healthy questioning and 

challenging assumptions

Developing Key 21st-Century Skills
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‘ We are already planning further  
links and trips with the connections 
we have made for other students  
to�benefit�from�this.’��

 Participating teacher, Plymouth

Hermaphrodite Self Portrait, Maggi Hambling, 1993
©Victoria & Albert Museum, London

‘Cheetah xtreme’ prosthetic leg, Van Phillips, Iceland, designed 1984, manufactured 2012
©Victoria & Albert Museum, London

V&A Object 
Discussion Cards 

Paper dress, designed by Dispo, London, UK, 1967 
©Victoria & Albert Museum, London

Inspiring new films 

 

 
   

Object Discussion Cards 
 

 

To support the agile delivery of DesignLab Nation 
in a COVID-19 landscape, we have created a suite 
of resources including films and Object Discussion 
Cards.  
 
Films spotlight objects in the V&A’s Design 1900 
– Now galleries that resonate with the wider Year 
4/5 themes around Identity, Sustainability and 
Designerly Thinking. These films can be viewed by 
students in the V&A galleries, or in the classroom 
and at regional museums when a V&A visit is not 
possible.

V&A Object Discussion Cards support students to 
develop critical, creative and collaborative thinking 
skills in the galleries and the classroom. With a large-
scale image of an object on one side, the reverse has 
a concise, young-person-friendly object description 
and ‘conversation starter’ questions. For Year 4/5 
partnerships, new Object Discussion Cards have 
been created to support discussion of issues such 
as fast fashion, gender and identity and design 
responses to climate change.

Left: 
Students taking part in a drawing challenge 
in V&A Theatre & Performance galleries, 
DesignLab Nation Stoke-on-Trent  
© Victoria and Albert Museum, London

Exploring Pattern: Schools and 
Colleges 
https://bit.ly/3lerv9W

Object in Focus: Extinction Rebellion 
Woodblock and Prints  
https://bit.ly/3AgtJd5

Object in Focus: WOBO Bottle  
https://bit.ly/3acJGGM

Object in Focus: MwangaBora Light 
https://bit.ly/3lcmjn4 

Object in Focus: The Research 
Institute Lego Set  
https://bit.ly/3iFgSuX

Object in Focus: Adidas X Parley 
Ultraboost Trainers  
https://bit.ly/3BqPVCT

New Resources
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Shine a light with Aliyah Hussain and the Grundy Art Gallery

Left:  
Students viewing cyanotypes with  
V&A Prints & Drawings team.  
© Victoria and Albert Museum, London

In Year 5, Blackpool schools’ projects were inspired 
by the world-famous Blackpool Illuminations and 
rich lighting design heritage of the seaside city. 
Grundy Art Gallery commissioned artist and 
designer, Aliyah Hussain, as lead designer for 
the project. Aliyah Hussain is a visual artist and 
contemporary ceramic jewellery designer who 
adapts traditional processes to create abstract and 
playful works with an emphasis on colour, line and 
form. 

Students were set their challenge to create a 
design for a large-format neon lighting display. The 
design would communicate a message of active and 
positive change or would ‘shine a light’ on an aspect 
of Blackpool to spark joy. In the first session at the 
Grundy Art Gallery, students created a collaborative 
collage using drawing and layering as a process to 
begin idea generation for their challenge. 

Students then travelled to London to visit the V&A 
and gather further inspiration. They began in the 
Design 1900–Now galleries and explored the V&A 
Ceramics and Glass galleries to think about form 
and shape. Afterwards they had a curator talk and 
studied several cyanotypes from the V&A Prints 
and Drawing collection – exploring ways that light 
can make an image. A workshop followed for the 
students to experiment with their shapes and 
forms from the V&A Ceramics galleries and create a 
cyanotype print. 

In the third session, the students visited Lightworks 
– the factory where the Blackpool Illuminations are 
made and stored. The students had a guided tour 
with the Lightworks team to showcase the facilities, 
artworks and workshop. Students saw a mixture 
of historical and contemporary works made with 
neon and examples of practical applications of the 
technique – from commercial neon advertisements 
to contemporary art. Students were encouraged 
to take notes and draw, referring to some of the 
drawing exercises tried at the V&A, before creating 
a cyanotype inspired by the visit and experimenting 
with monoprinting. 

In the final session, students were guided to finalise 
all their ideas and artworks into a cohesive design 
solution and present ideas and work to the rest of 
the group for feedback using collage techniques. 
Each student presented their final ideas to the 
group in a peer-to-peer critique. The final designs 
were melded into a digital collage and displayed in 
an outdoor public exhibition space at Grundy Art 
Gallery. 

DesignLab Nation Blackpool will continue into the 
next academic year with new partner museum 
Showtown. A CPD for Blackpool based teachers will 
be held in Summer term 2023.   

Year 5 Participation Summary (May 2021 to August 2022)

63 Students 249 instances of participation 

9 Teachers 27 instances of participation

Year 5 schools

• Aspire Academy (two groups)
• Highfield Leadership Academy

 Blackpool  
 Year 5
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Keeping�Ipswich�Afloat�with Liz Brandon-Jones and  
Ipswich Museum

Left:  
Students exploring Spirit Yachts boatyard,  
DesignLab Nation Ipswich  
© Victoria and Albert Museum, London

Year 5 schools 

•  Northgate High School
• Stoke High School- Ormiston Academy
• Chantry Academy

In Year 5, Ipswich schools’ projects were based 
around the area’s reputation for boatbuilding. 
Students worked with landscape architect, Liz 
Brandon-Jones, on a project that had a strong 
focus on sustainability – from exploring sustainable 
materials to imagining the future possibilities of 
boats and vessels in a world impacted by climate 
change and migration. Students kickstarted their 
projects at the V&A, where they were introduced 
to the Design Challenge to create a boat that meets 
the new environment of rising sea levels. Students 
visited the V&A Design 1900–Now and Furniture 
galleries to explore techniques around joining 
materials and exploiting their natural properties. 
Students then worked in groups to prototype a boat 
design which they tested out by sailing their small-
scale models in V&A’s John Madejski Garden pond. 

Back in Ipswich, the students explored Ipswich 
Museum’s collections for more ideas on materials 
and forms, and took inspiration from the four V&A 
object loans. Students were asked to think about 
who would use their boat and what sort of vessel 
would be needed – a floating school, hospital, or 
shops? Delving further into the local context and 

history, students sketched ideas of how the town 
could look if sea levels rose by two metres. In groups, 
they were given simple, sustainable materials to 
work with, such as twigs, string, paper and canvas, 
and experimented with ways to shape and join 
materials, before testing their prototypes. 

In the third session, students visited Spirit Yachts 
on Ipswich Waterfront to see wood-built yachts 
in various stages of production. The founder of 
Spirit Yachts, Sean MacMillan, was on hand to give 
students a guided tour of the boatyard and answer 
questions. 

In the final session, students worked further on their 
models and presented their ideas to an audience of 
peers and dignitaries including the mayor of Ipswich. 
The final outcomes were put on display at Ipswich 
Museum and a celebration event took place in July 
2022 to award certificates to all participants.

A Teachers’ CPD for Ipswich based teachers was 
held online in September 2022. This included 
prototyping activities led by Liz Brandon-Jones and 
presentations on Year 6 project plans. 

Year 5 Participation Summary (May 2021 to August 2022)

60 Students 261 instances of participation 

8 Teachers 31 instances of participation

 Ipswich  
 Year 5
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Left:  
Student taking part in a textile activity at Makers 
HQ, DesignLab Nation Plymouth © Dom Moore

What is your dress code? with Danielle Chaker, Makers HQ  
and The Box 

Year 5 schools

• Eggbuckland Community College
• Tor Bridge High
• Saltash Community College

In Year 5, Plymouth schools’ projects were based 
around textile production and The Box’s temporary 
exhibition, Dress Code, which explored the port 
city’s vibrant fashion past and future. The Box 
worked with Makers HQ, a local fashion and textiles 
sampling studio, and textiles designer, personal 
stylist and pattern cutter, Danielle Chaker. The 
student Design Challenge was centred around 
sustainable textiles and expressing identity through 
clothing. Students were challenged to design and 
make an outfit using recycled clothing and fabrics 
that reflected the identity of a chosen person.

Students kickstarted the project at The Box, 
Plymouth, where they used local collections to 
undertake research, exploring what connects 
a person’s dress to their social surroundings. 
Students had a guided tour of Dress Code and 
gathered inspiration from the diversity of clothing 
on display spanning local historical dress from the 
1700s to contemporary counterculture wear of 
Plymouth today. 

In the second session, students travelled to the 
V&A in London to discover how other designers 
have responded to the themes of identity and 
sustainability and created designs from waste 
products. Students took inspiration from the V&A 
Fashion and Design 1900–Now galleries as well as 
the exhibition Fashioning Masculinities: The Art of 
Menswear – the V&A’s first exhibition to focus on 
menswear exploring constructed male identities 
through clothing. 

Back in Plymouth, students worked with Makers HQ 
to experiment with different practical techniques to 
help collaboratively design and make their outfit in 
small groups. Techniques included tie-dying, using 
sewing machines, image transfer, block-printing, 
experimenting with materials, sewing buttons and 
embellishments and pattern cutting. 

In the final day at The Box, students created their 
upcycled garment masterpieces and displayed them 
on mannequins for a peer-to peer critique. The final 
pieces from each school were displayed at The Box 
and a celebration event was hosted in July 2022 for 
all participants. 

A Teachers’ CPD for Plymouth-based teachers took 
place in July 2022 at The Box. The event began with 
Local Design Network challenge and discussion, for 
teachers to reflect on how they connect, network 
and find inspiration for students. A presentation on 
the DesignLab Nation programme was followed by a 
guided tour of The Box, including the two temporary 
exhibitions. Back in the workshop space, designer 
Danielle Chaker taught the teachers shibori, a 
Japanese manual tie-dyeing technique that was easy 
to replicate with students in the classroom.

Year 5 Participation Summary (May 2021 to August 2022)

79 Students 346 instances of participation 

10 Teachers 33 instances of participation

 Plymouth
 Year 5
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Reflecting�Sheffield�with Will Rea and Sheffield Museums

Left:  
Students taking part in a making challenge in the V&A’s 
Islamic Middle East gallery, DesignLab Nation Sheffield  
© Victoria and Albert Musuem, London 
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Year 4 schools 

•  King Ecgbert School 
• Parkwood E-Act Academy 
• King Edward VII School
• Handsworth Grange Community Sports College

In Year 4, Sheffield schools’ projects were based  
around the area’s global reputation for metalwork.  
To lead students through the in-depth design 
journey, Sheffield Museums recruited local 
illustrator and mural artist, Will Rea, whose bright 
murals can be enjoyed across South Yorkshire. The 
student’s design challenge – Reflecting Sheffield – 
was inspired by Sheffield’s industrial stories and the 
capacity for conveying narrative in metalwork itself. 
From Sheffield’s nickname of the ‘Steel City’, to its 
adaption in more recent times as a hub of creativity 
and innovation, students were asked to research and 
select a design story they felt needed to be shared 
with the people of Sheffield today and with future 
generations.

After an initial mind-mapping activity at the 
Millennium Gallery, students gathered inspiration 
with an observational drawing walking tour led by 
Will and the Sheffield Museums staff. The first stop 
was the metalwork collection in the Sykes Gallery. 
Next, the group ventured into Sheffield city centre, 
sketching at sites such as the Crucible Theatre, 
Will’s public mural and the sculpture, Women of Steel 
by Martin Jennings. The following session at Kelham 
Island allowed for deeper exploration of Sheffield’s 
design stories by focusing on the process of making 
through the industrial heritage collection on display.

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, some students 
were unable to visit the V&A physically, but the V&A 
joined students at Kelham Island for a DesignLab 
Nation online session to explore pattern, storytelling 
and image-making in the V&A collections. Those 
groups that were able to visit the V&A in person 

explored the V&A’s Design 1900–Now, Islamic 
Middle East and Cast Court galleries, taking part 
in quick-fire creative activities in each. In the final 
two sessions at Kelham Island and Millennium 
Gallery, students worked with Will to develop and 
transform their selected story into a surface design 
using techniques honed during previous museum 
visits. Students wrote their own brief and used 
collage techniques and activities to explore positive/
negative space, cross-hatching drawing and laser 
etching. Each student’s final surface design ‘tile’ 
was laser etched by the designer and assembled 
together to form a new collaborative public artwork 
in the city. 

Although the project focused on sharing local 
design stories, students were encouraged to take 
inspiration from surface design and patterns from 
around the world. This was supported by five 
V&A object loans showcasing surface design on 
metal from across Asia. V&A Object Discussion 
Cards similarly explored a wide range of examples, 
such as the winding narrative design wrapping 
Trajan’s Column in the V&A Cast Courts, and the 
decoration on traditional storyteller boxes from 
India. A celebration event for students and teachers 
was hosted to showcase the work produced in the 
project and certificates were issued to all students. 

A Teachers’ CPD for Sheffield based teachers 
was held online in September 2022. This included 
quick-fire illustration activities led by Will Rea 
and presentations on V&A Innovate and future 
opportunities for Sheffield based schools. 

Year 4 Participation Summary (May 2021 to August 2022)

91 Students 419 instances of participation 

11 Teachers 40 instances of participation

 Sheffield
 Year 4
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Symposia with Rebecca Davies and The Potteries Museum  
and Art Gallery

Left:  
Students taking part in a performance activity, DesignLab Nation 
Stoke-on-Trent © Glen Stoker 

Year 4 schools

• Orme Academy 
• Haywood Academy 
• Sir Thomas Boughey Academy 
• Madeley School (2 groups)

20

In Year 4, Stoke-on-Trent schools’ projects were 
based around the area’s world-renowned reputation 
for ceramics. Students worked with the artist 
Rebecca Davies on a design-based project to 
explore gender and identity. Rebecca has a deeply 
embedded and collaborative artistic practice that 
crosses illustration, design, performance and 
event. Her work explores the role of art in making 
change, as a device and platform, to represent 
and communicate complex stories and politics. To 
deliver the project, Rebecca took inspiration from 
the idea of Symposia – a term used to describe the 
philosophical discussions in Ancient Greece, usually 
in dinner party setting. Students were challenged 
to collaboratively create ceramic vessels and a film 
responding to the question: ‘What does gender 
mean to young people today?’ using the ‘Symposia’ 
framework to invite discussion and create an open 
and safe forum for debate.

The first session at The Potteries Museum and 
Art Gallery (PMAG) used role-play to explore 
questions of what gender is and how it has been 
represented historically and today. The students 
used works from the V&A and from PMAG’s own 
collections as inspiration as well as five V&A object 
loans, including works by Grayson Perry and Maggi 
Hambling. A photo studio was set up for each group 
to design their own props to create interpretations 
in response to the artworks. V&A Object Discussion 
Cards were used to support and scaffold the in-
gallery discussions. In the second session, students 
began working with clay and learned hand building, 
press moulding and throwing techniques. Their clay 
models were then bisque fired, ready for the next 
session with the V&A. 

Students were then invited to explore the V&A 
collections to gather further inspiration. For the 
groups who were able to do this in person, students 
explored the V&A’s Japan, Fashion, and Theatre & 
Performance galleries with a focus on symbolism 
and pose. Students further developed their ceramic 
vessels, using the decal process to apply photo 
shoot images to the surface. Due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, some students were unable to visit 
the V&A physically, but they were able to engage 
with the collections remotely from The Potteries 
Museum and Art Gallery using Object Discussion 
Cards, films and other resources.

Back at PMAG for the final session, students worked 
in groups to transform their ideas throughout 
the project into a large-scale final film using the 
experimental ceramic vessels as prop centrepieces. 
In each group, students assigned themselves film-
set roles such as backdrop design, costume design 
and script writing. At the close of the project, the 
final film – combining the video shoots with all 
five schools with specially composed music by a 
local artist – was screened at PMAG theatre for all 
students and teachers involved. 

A Teachers’ CPD for Stoke-on-Trent based teachers 
was held at PMAG in May 2022 led by designer 
Rebecca Davies. The main activities included a 
‘Drawing Battle’, blind-clay modelling and creating a 
Met Gala inspired paper outfit. 

Watch:
Symposia�film: 
https://bit.ly/3SKh2kG

Year 4 Participation Summary (May 2021 to August 2022)

75 Students 415 instances of participation 

32 Teachers 71 instances of participation

 Stoke-on-Trent
 Year 4
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Year 4 schools

• Sandhill View Academy
• St Anthony’s Girls Catholic Academy
• Washington Academy
• Castle View Enterprise Academy
• Oxclose Community Academy

Sustainability, Repurposing, Recycling with Sue Loughlin, National 
Glass Centre and University of Sunderland

In Year 4, Sunderland schools’ projects were based 
around the area’s rich heritage for glass making 
and ceramics. The National Glass Centre (NGC) 
appointed artist Sue Loughlin to spearhead the 
student projects. Sue’s design practice combines 
installation, sculpture and painting on projects 
to enhance social engagement and collaboration. 
Her multidisciplinary approach reflects the Design 
Challenge set for the students around sustainability, 
repurposing and recycling. With the provocation to 
design a useful product from everyday recyclables 
or make something beautiful from the waste left 
over from an existing making process, students 
explored the possibility of conveying a message of 
sustainability through their work. This focus took 
inspiration from current design culture and several 
contemporary glass and ceramic artists who also 
collaborated on the project.

The project began with a tour of the National 
Glass Centre which included a ‘Hot Shop’ visit and 
glass blowing demonstration. Artist Effie Burns 
discussed her pieces on display and led a discussion 
with students on Sunderland’s glass heritage. The 
students were then divided into smaller groups to 
participate in a carousel of activities; seeing the 
Re:Purpose exhibition, joining a glass workshop and 
taking part in a ceramic workshop.
 
In the second session, students explored the V&A 
collections to gather further inspiration. For the 
groups who were able to do this in person, students 
visited the V&A’s Ceramics and Glass galleries and 
Design 1900 – Now gallery to discover more about 
how designers innovate, repurpose and recycle in 

their work to drive change for a sustainable future 
and greener alternatives. Due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, some students were unable to visit the 
V&A physically, but they were able to engage with 
the collections remotely from the National Glass 
Centre, using Object Discussion Cards, films and 
other resources.

Back at the National Glass Centre, students 
adapted and developed their glass and ceramics 
work made in the first session. Students took 
part in workshops exploring ‘function’ and ‘form’ 
which directly responded to the V&A object loans. 
Students developed personal written design briefs 
and worked through prototyping, iterating and 
refining challenges to realise their ideas. They 
were encouraged to use materials such as found, 
recycled and thrift materials. Students presented 
their final pieces in a final ‘Dragon’s Den’ style peer 
critique. At the end of the sessions, the student 
work was displayed in the National Glass Centre 
with interpretation connecting to the V&A object 
loans. A celebration day showcased the student 
exhibition for all teachers, students and student 
families. The V&A object loans included four new 
glass acquisitions made by Northeast-based artist 
Helen Pailing.

In May 2022, the National Glass Centre ran a 
Teachers’ CPD, led by artist Sue Loughlin. Activities 
included design challenges such as adapting 
museum objects to perform a new function, a tour of 
the student work display and V&A object loans and 
a making challenge to create a design using found 
materials.

Left:  
Students taking part in a ceramics 
activity at the University of Sunderland, 
DesignLab Nation Sunderland © Michael 
Davidson

Year 4 Participation Summary (May 2021 to August 2022)

73 Students 321 instances of participation 

17 Teachers 54 instances of participation

 Sunderland
 Year 4
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‘ It was possible to observe 
the students grow and 
become�more�efficient�
in generating ideas 
and solving problems 
as time progressed 
when collaborating in 
their working groups. 
They began to be more 
confident�asking�questions�
and being in both gallery 
spaces during the project.  
The students have enjoyed 
visiting and re-visiting the 
gallery settings.’

  Participating teacher, Stoke-on-Trent

                          

In Year 4/5 of DesignLab Nation, the V&A has lent 20 objects to 
the Millennium Gallery in Sheffield, The Potteries Museum and Art 
Gallery in Stoke-on-Trent, the National Glass Centre in Sunderland, 
and to Ipswich Museum. 
 
These included objects from the V&A departments of Decorative 
Arts and Sculpture (DAS), Asia, Art, Architecture, Photography and 
Design (AAPD), and Performance, Furniture, Textiles and Fashion 
(PFTF). Notable designers, makers and artists including Grayson 
Perry, Maggi Hambling, Brassaï, Neil Brownsword, Cartier and 
Sonia Boyce were showcased throughout the year. The V&A loans 
for the National Glass Centre included four new glass acquisitions 
produced by Northeast-based artist Helen Pailing, which after being 
displayed in at National Glass Centre, Sunderland, this year, will be 
acquired into the V&A’s permanent collection. 

This page:  
Bracelet, made for Cartier, Belgium, 1960–61  

© Victoria and Albert Museum, London/ Cartier 

Right:  
Hermaphrodite Self Portrait, Maggi Hambling, 1993  

© Victoria and Albert Museum, London

Year 4/5 Programme Loans
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Tristram Hunt, Director of the V&A, presented on DesignLab Nation in the following 
events: 
 
•  ‘Inspiring Curiosity: The V&A in the 21st Century’, Lecture, IPSOS MORI (September 

2021) 

•  ‘The Art Museum in the 21st Century’, Lecture, Sotheby’s Institute (October 2021)

•  ‘The V&A and the Cultural Mission of Museums’, George Laing Memorial Lecture,  
The Bowes Museum (November 2021)

• John Lyon’s Charity 30th Anniversary Event (November 2021)

• Creativity Collaboratives Event, St Marylebone School (May 2022)

Dr Helen Charman, Director of V&A Learning and National Programmes, discussed 
DesignLab Nation at the following events and publications: 
 
Conferences/Round table discussions

•  Museum Next Digital Learning Conference: Out with orthodoxies, In with innovation 
(October 2021)

• Gulbenkian Summer School (November 2021)

• NEMO Conference (November 2021)

• VARI Symposium (November 2021)

• UNESCO conference (May 2022)

•  Department for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport: Culture and Youth Roundtable  
(June 2022)

•  SITEM 26th Edition Roundtable discussion (June 2022)
 
Publications

•  Embodied Learning in the Museum and Why It Really Matters, VARI (November 2021)

Left: 
Students taking part in a glass engraving 
activity at the University of Sunderland, 
DesignLab Nation Sunderland  
© Michael Davidson
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‘  It was an amazing 
opportunity, and it  
was great since I don’t  
usually�do�this�stuff.’

  Participating student, Blackpool

rb.gy/cic9im
Sheffield

rb.gy/joc4vd

rb.gy/1oixbo rb.gy/tvvd0m rb.gy/ksqaod

Press Highlights

Wider Dissemination
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In Year 4/5 of DesignLab Nation, the V&A worked alongside 
external evaluator, Beth Dyson, to evaluate the programme against 
our Key Programme Objectives (Page 3). The evaluation employed 
a mix of quantitative and qualitative methods, adapted and refined 
during the first phase of DesignLab Nation, in order to gain a full 
and rounded picture of the project which builds upon the front-
end and summative student/teacher evaluation from previous 
years. An In-Focus case study investigating if and how school and 
student participants continue to engage with their local design 
networks after their DesignLab Nation project complimented the 
evaluation from Year 4/5 to provide a holistic picture of the longer-
term impacts of the programme. The evaluation findings on the 
following pages are extracted from a full evaluation report created 
by Beth Dyson, which is available on request. 

 
Evaluation Methodology

In order to gain a rounded picture of the programme, the 
evaluation framework includes a number of different methods:   

 •  Front-end and summative evaluation 
 •  In-Focus case study 
 •  Partner museum focus group 
 •  Designer and teacher telephone interviews 
 •  Teacher CPD evaluation forms 
 •  V&A Learning Producer observations
 

 

Right: 
Students taking part in a boat prototyping activity, 

DesignLab Nation Ipswich  
© Victoria and Albert Museum, London

‘�Design�education�plays�a�pivotal�role�in�equipping�
young people with the skills to thrive in our fast-
changing world... the reach of DesignLab Nation in 
2021/22 underpins the role of the V&A as a national 
museum, embedding access to design-led thinking 
and practice across the country.’

  Helen Charman – Director of Young V&A, Learning and National Programmes, V&A

Evaluation
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Impact on Students

Left: 
Students taking part in a drawing 
activity in the V&A Ceramics galleries,  
DesignLab Nation Blackpool  
© Victoria and Albert Museum, London

Through the programme the V&A aims for students:

• To have a better understanding about design industries in their local area

• To be more interested in pursuing a career in the creative industries

• To be more interested in studying a creative subject at school or beyond

•  To be more confident in their art and design skills, and develop 21st-century 
skills (creative thinking, critical thinking and collaboration) essential for 
future workplaces

•  To have a better understanding about design, and how to access collections 
and industries at a local and national level

•  To gain a sense of place, understand their regional design network and  
see the purpose of design in their local area

88.8%  
of students agreed 
that DLN helped 
with ‘working in a 
group’

42.4%  
visited their local  
museum for the  
first time 

91.4%  
of students said they  
had achieved 
what they wanted 
when taking part in 
DesignLab Nation

76.1%  
of students are more  
interested in pursuing  
a career in art or design

93.8%  
of students felt more 
confident in their art  
and design skills

85.9%  
are more interested 
in choosing to study 
a creative subject at 
school or beyond

91.5%  
know more about 
design industries 
in their local area

92.6%  
visited the V&A  
for the first time 

95.4%  
students agreed that DLN  
had helped them with 
 ‘coming up with new ideas’

85.3%  
of students agreed 
that DLN had helped 
them with ‘solving 
problems’

30

‘ The best part about DesignLab Nation was seeing the 
process of making the illuminations or being creative 
and leaving my comfort zone of perfectionism.’

 Participating student, Blackpool

Here is an overview of our findings of Year 4/5 student evaluation: 

Evaluation
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Through the programme, the V&A aims for teachers:

•  To gain new skills and approaches of learning ready to take back to the classroom

•  To be inspired and passionate about their subject and wanting to endorse  
it within the school

•  To feel enthusiastic and more prepared in teaching the new D&T GCSE  
and/or other creative subjects

•  To feel more connected to their local museum, local design industries and local 
teacher networks

•  For headteachers and governors to have a better understanding of the 
V&A and partner museums as a resource to support D&T and offer greater 
support to D&T teaching

Here is an overview of our findings of Year 4/5 teacher evaluation: 

Left: 
Teachers taking part in a fashion design 
catwalk at The Potteries Museum and Art 
Gallery, DesignLab Nation Stoke-on-Trent © 
Glen Stoker 

100%  
of teachers described  
the project as positive  
or very positive
(88% described it as  
‘very positive’, and 12% 
as ‘positive’)

100%  
of teachers thought that taking 
part in DesignLab Nation has 
impacted on perceptions of 
their subject area in school (59% 
of teachers thought that taking 
part in DesignLab Nation has had 
a big impact, while 41% thought 
that it has had a small impact on 
perceptions of their subject) 

Teachers thought that their 
students had gained important 
experience with 
•  teamwork and 

collaboration
•  increased confidence
•  developing cultural capital

100%  
of teachers thought that 
DesignLab Nation supported 
their students with the six 
areas of: working in groups, 
solving problems, making 
decisions, asking questions, 
generating new ideas and 
feeling connected to local 
design history and industry

32

‘ Through DesignLab Nation, students have gained 
an insight into the world of Art and Design that they 
would not have experienced without this opportunity. 
These experiences can be taken into their studies and 
inspire them for the future.’

 Participating teacher, Plymouth

Impact on Teachers
Evaluation
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Through the DesignLab Nation programme, the V&A 
aims for partner museums: 

• To feel more connected to local secondary schools and teachers

• To feel more connected to local designers and local design industries

•  To feel that the V&A loans have supported the way visitors interact 
with their own collections and local design heritage

• To feel connected to the V&A and other partner museums

• Raise the profile of D&T in the curriculum in their local area

Through the In-Focus case study, partner museums report that two-
thirds of DesignLab Nation schools, and the majority of designers 
and industry partners have remained in contact. Partner museums 
report that following DesignLab Nation, some schools have taken part 
in visits, new projects, workshops and CPD events with the museums or 
designers. 

Culture Coventry, one of the original partner museums whose 
partnership with DesignLab Nation finished at the end of Year 3, 
and Sheffield Museums, who are finishing their DesignLab Nation 
partnership at the end of Year 4, both have plans to use their 
experience of running DesignLab Nation to inform some of their future 
programming. Coventry Transport Museum consider the legacy of 
DesignLab Nation to include inspiration, the enabling of different ways 
of work, resources, and the building of relationships and contacts. 
There are strong indications from partner museums that taking part in 
DesignLab Nation has helped to build ongoing contacts with schools, 
designers, and industry contacts with a majority of all staying in contact 
after their projects. 

For Year 4/5 projects, highlights of the year were: 

•  The ability to undertake the projects in person.

•  To take students on trips to both museums and other design  
industry locations.

•  Displaying student work. The project has always been ‘about 
process, not output’, but student feedback shows that they value 
having something to show and this year, the project achieved both.

•  The student response to the project – ‘their obvious enjoyment, and  
a joy in learning and discovering’.

•  The experience of learning from projects, and refining the offer for  
future projects.

Left: 
Students exploring the Dress Code 
exhibition at The Box, DesignLab 
Nation Plymouth © Dom Moore

‘ Working with the V&A on 
Designlab Nation in Year 5 has 
extended and enriched our 
reach across key secondary 
schools in the Plymouth area 
and�further�afield.�The�project�
has encouraged long term 
relationships between our 
organisation, important local 
industries and Southwest 
teacher trusts whilst informing 
The Box’s future school’s 
programme.’

 Adam Murray, Learning Officer, The Box, Plymouth 

Impact on Partner Museums
Evaluation
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‘ I really enjoyed getting the opportunity to  
go to places like the V&A, which exposed  
me to so much of the history of design,  
which is something that I have learnt  
about more over the past few years.’

 Previous DesignLab Nation student (2017/2019)

In Focus: Building Links and 
Maintaining Engagement 

The In-Focus case study for Year 4/5 looked at the key outcome 
of ‘supporting teachers and building regional and national design 
networks’, and at longer-term impact upon participants, investigating if 
and how school and student participants continue to engage with their 
local design networks after their DesignLab Nation project, asking the 
question:

‘Does taking part in DesignLab Nation lead to 
stronger links and engagement with local design 
networks for participating schools and students?’ 

There are indications from partner museums that taking part in 
DesignLab Nation has helped to build ongoing contacts with schools, 
designers, and industry contacts with most project participants 
reportedly staying in contact after their projects. The development of 
legacy projects in Coventry and Sheffield shows positive and continued 
engagement with local design networks.

Nine A-Level students who took part in DesignLab Nation in 2017 
and 2019 provided feedback on the longer-term impact of DesignLab 
Nation. A third of these students are studying Product Design A-Level, 
and two thirds of those said that DesignLab Nation had affected their 
subsequent subject choices.

Teachers who took part in interviews emphasised the huge impact 
COVID-19 had on the capacity of teachers and schools, which made 
it more difficult to maintain external links to local design networks. 
However, the interviewed teachers also reported that taking part in 
DesignLab Nation had positively impacted their teaching by offering a 
networking opportunity and chance to take part in further projects and 
suggesting alternative ways to think about their practice.

Areas of further improvement include ensuring that teachers and 
students feel like they have stronger links and engagement with 
the wider local design networks as a result of the project. Creating 
professional network links (between museum networks and teacher 
networks) is highly valuable and more sustainable as a longer-term 
impact of the programme. Personal contacts can be more vulnerable 
to challenges around capacity, expectation and change. Teacher CPD 
remains an integral part of the programme in order to embed DesignLab 
Nation into the local design network context. We will be working on 
this further in Year 6, with additional marketing to support the Teacher 
CPD events regionally. A pilot Teacher Development Strand in Bradford 
in the Autumn term, ahead of the student projects starting on Spring, 
will aim to ensure a deep-level teacher network engagement with the 
project from the outset, building on these findings. Right: 

Students taking part in a ceramic decal activity, 
DesignLab Nation Stoke-on-Trent  

© Victoria and Albert Museum, London

EvaluationEvaluation
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Recommendations 

Evaluation shows that the experience of taking part in 
DesignLab Nation is very positive for students and teachers, and 
recommendations this year are to focus planning and provision on 
refining the offer rather than making any fundamental changes.

•  Continue to focus on CPD for teachers, potentially considering 
alternative methods of delivery (such as virtual workshops/talks), 
incentives or additional marketing to increase accessibility and 
uptake

•  Continue to ensure designers have experience of engaging with  
young people and understand the needs of working with groups  
in formal education 

•  Set clear project expectations for teachers to support with the 
delivery of school projects 

•  Continue to prioritise practical making for students. When new 
tools, techniques, or materials are introduced to student groups, 
support designers to lead ‘skill-based tutorials’ so students can 
develop understanding and confidence

•  Endeavour to simplify ways for teachers/schools to engage with 
local and national design networks

•  Continue to streamline and unify working process across the V&A  
and partner museums

Strengths

Below we have compiled comments from students, 
teachers, designers and partner museums regarding the 
‘strengths’ of the programme in Year 4/5. We look forward 
to building upon these in the next academic year.

Teachers 
•   Seeing their students gain important experience around 

teamwork and collaboration

• Increased students’ self-confidence 

• Increased students’ cultural capital

•  Working with creative industry professionals

•  Generating new ideas and decision-making skills for 
students

• Inspiring own teaching

• Feeling connected to local design history

•  Taking part in practical activities at CPD events to take 
back to the classroom

Students
•  Visiting V&A/London/regional museums/local design industries 

• Practical making

• Working in teams

• Prototyping

• Seeing museum objects

• Working with a designer

• Increased confidence

• Developing new skills

• Pride in what they have made/achieved

Partner Museums
• In-person projects

•  Taking students on trips to museums and design industry sites

• Displaying student work

•  Seeing positive student response to the project 

• Learning from projects

• Refining for future projects

‘ [DesignLab Nation]… has had a strong 
impact on The Potteries Museum & Art 
Gallery (PMAG). The museum’s project 
on ‘Gender and Identity’, has enabled the 
museum to build ongoing relationships with 
local secondary schools and a network of 
design teachers. This has enabled them to 
promote design subjects in the local area. 

 Cllr Lorraine Beardmore, Stoke-on-Trent City Council (Culture, Leisure and Public Health) 

Evaluation Evaluation
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We are currently looking forward to: 
 
•  Continuing our existing partnership with The Box in Plymouth.  

Year 6 projects will draw inspiration from boat building in the 
area.

•  Continuing working with Colchester & Ipswich Museums in the 
new venue of Christchurch Mansion (whilst Ipswich Museum is 
closed for refurbishment). Year 6 projects will explore seating 
design, taking inspiration from the furniture collections at 
Christchurch Mansion and the V&A. The loan of the Lilla M Chair 
by Caroline Schlyter will be extended from Year 4/5 to Year 6 and 
will be on display at Christchurch Mansion for the new projects.

•  For Year 6 DesignLab Nation Blackpool, we will work with 
new partner museum, Showtown: The museum of fun and 
entertainment, opening 2023. Year 6 projects will explore 
sustainability in lighting design.

•  Kickstarting a new partnership with Bradford Museums and 
Art Galleries generously funded by Art Jameel. The project will 
begin with a new Teacher Development Strand in the Autumn 
term, working closely with three Bradford-based teachers 
and the designer to co-design the student project and Design 
Challenge around Islamic textile design. The V&A will be lending 
Rainbow Sweater and Trousers, designed by Tatyana Antoun, to 
Cartwright Hall, Bradford,  as part of DesignLab Nation. 

•  A 6-month Ceramics Residency (based at V&A South Kensington 
with travel between V&A Wedgwood, Stoke-on-Trent) will take 
place from November 2022 to April 2023. The Resident will 
research collections across the two sites to lay foundations 
for future cross-site working. Between November 2022 and 
March 2023, the Resident will co-devise and deliver an in-depth 
Teachers’ Development Strand with three Stoke-on-Trent 
based teachers as well as a Teachers’ CPD event and resource 
development.

•  Devising & delivering 15 in-depth schools’ projects (60 student 
workshops & 7 teacher development sessions) with another 
15 regional secondary schools. We are currently working with 
partner museums and Year 6 designers to develop and prepare 
for projects starting in Autumn 2022. 

•  Continuing to develop our suite of resources to support students 
and teachers with object-based learning and their design journey. 

•  Devising and delivering another 5 DesignLab Nation Teachers’ 
CPD events to share programme learning with other teachers 
and educators from surrounding areas and develop wider D&T 
networks.

•  Continuing to develop programme legacy for schools and 
teachers we have engaged with and building connections 
between DesignLab Nation and our national schools challenge, 
V&A Innovate.

Right:  
DesignLab Nation regional  

partnerships map 2017–2023

Looking Ahead
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‘ I loved working alongside the artist because 
it gives a new view on things you see.’

 Participating student, Sheffield

Right:  
Students exploring Kelham Island Museum,  
DesignLab Nation Sheffield © Andy Brown

Although the DesignLab Nation partnership between the V&A and 
Sheffield Museums has now finished, Sheffield Museums have 
now formally signed a DesignLab Legacy Agreement. The new 
Legacy Agreement highlights the intention of the partner museum 
to capitalise on its engagement with DesignLab Nation and the 
V&A in order to further build on the completed projects outcomes 
and successes. This DesignLab Legacy Agreement has provided 
a template for any future partner museums who may wish to also 
continue to offer DesignLab Nation inspired programming.

‘�It’s�a�unique�opportunity�for�
young people to investigate 
ideas in a highly supportive, 
skilful set of contexts. It clearly 
sows the seeds for further 
creative explorations.’   

  Participating teacher, Sheffield

DLN Legacy
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 Programme Funding 

We would like to take this opportunity to thank all our donors 
who have supported DesignLab Nation, and we look forward to 
fundraising for Phase 3 of the programme beginning in September 
2023.

DesignLab Nation is generously supported by Sarah Nichols with 
additional support from The 29th May 1961 Charitable Trust. 

 We would also like to thank: 

The students, teachers and staff of our DesignLab 
Nation Year 4/5 Schools: 
King Ecgbert School, Parkwood E-Act Academy, King Edward VII 
School, Handsworth Grange Community Sports College, Orme 
Academy, Haywood Academy, Sir Thomas Boughey Academy, 
Madeley School, Sandhill View Academy, St Anthony’s Girls Catholic 
Academy, Washington Academy, Castle View Enterprise Academy,  
Oxclose Community Academy, Northgate High School, Stoke High 
School – Ormiston Academy, Chantry Academy, Eggbuckland 
Community College, Tor Bridge High, Saltash Community College, 
Blackpool Aspire Academy, Highfield School.
 
Our Year 4/5 Partner Museums: 
Sheffield Museums, The Potteries Museum and Art Gallery,  
National Glass Centre, Ipswich Museum, The Box, Grundy Art 
Gallery. 

Our Year 4/5 Project Designers:  
Will Rea, Rebecca Davies, Sue Loughlin, Liz Brandon-Jones, Danielle 
Chaker, Aliyah Hussain, Helen Pailing, Effie Burns, Robert Winter, 
Kim Jones and Glen Stoker. 

Our Year 4/5 Industry Partners:  
Sheffield Hallam University, University of Sunderland, Spirit Yachts, 
Makers HQ, Lightworks, Art BNB. 

Right:  
Students exploring V&A Design 1900–Now 

gallery, DesignLab Nation Sunderland  
© Victoria and Albert Museum, London 

Back cover:  
Students exploring the V&A exhibition  

Fashioning Masculinities: The Art of Menswear, 
DesignLab Nation Plymouth  

© Victoria and Albert Museum, London

With support from  
Sarah Nichols
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If you have any questions about DesignLab Nation, 
please contact: Kate Kennedy,  
Learning Producer (DesignLab Nation) 
ka.kennedy@vam.ac.uk 

Paper from 
responsible forestry

www.fsc.org


